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Right e-Learning Development Tool for You and Your Company

Announcer: SyberWorks podcast. Learn any time, any place.

Mary Kay Lofurno: Good afternoon, and welcome to the 1st edition of the SyberWorks e-Learning Podcast
series. My name is Mary Kay Lofurno and | am the Director of Marketing here at SyberWorks, and | will be your host
today. In this edition we are going to be talking with Dana Fine, Senior Instructional Designer here at SyberWorks,
about how to choose the right content authoring tools to meet your e-learning needs.

Mary Kay: Hi Dana, thanks for joining us today. How are you?
Dana: Terrific, thanks for having me here today.

Mary Kay: You're welcome. Let's get started, Dana. Why did you write an article on selecting the right content

management tool?

Dana: well, it's really where most organizations or people start in regards to e-learning. They say to themselves “|
have this course | want online, but how do | do it?”

Mary Kay: Hmm. How so Dana?

Dana: selecting a course authoring tool can be a huge task. There are literally hundreds of content authoring tools

available on the market.

Mary Kay: Wow. Dana, you're using the terms “course authoring tool” and “content authoring tool”
simultaneously. Is there any difference?

Dana: well, yes, course authoring tools can create online courses while content authoring tools create subject-
specific online content. Let me explain. An example of a subject-specific online content tool is a tool that converts that
converts a presentation, such as a PowerPoint file to a flash movie -- a SWF file. A SWF file is usable on an LMS -- a
learning management system, but not on its own.

Mary Kay: Mmm. Hmm.
Dana: The LMS or some other sort of wrapper is required in order to enable viewing of the flash file by the student.
Mary Kay: okay.

Dana: in the e-learning industry we use these two phrases interchangeably since we are assuming that the end
result, the course, can be used by any LMS -- or any good LMS. [smile] The suite of tools used to create a course are
the course authoring tools.

Mary Kay: OK, Dana, so what about learning management systems... and the SCORM standard... how does this all
fit into e-learning content development. It can be really confusing if you are just thinking about “Oh | have this course

and | want to put it online.” You said wrapper, so...

Dana: well, I'm glad you asked. Learning management systems are web-based software applications used to plan,

implement and assess learning processes related to online and offline training administration and performance
management. These LMSs provide a structured way in which to create and deliver content. They can monitor learner's

participation or student participation and assess student performance.
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